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NEW CAR REGISTRATION 2016 

The Society of Motor Manufacturers 

and Traders (SMMT) has released 

figures showing that the number of 

new cars sold in the UK have 

surpassed all previous years and also 

indicate that alternative fuel 

vehicles (AFV), which include 

electric cars showed the greatest 

growth. These were up by 22% to 

88,919.  

The number of new petrol cars rose 

by 2.7% and diesel cars by 0.6%.  

New fleet vehicles were at 

1,380,750 and represent 53.3% of the market share.  

 

MOTORCYCLIST FILMED WHILST RIDING AND TEXTING 

A motorcyclist has been caught riding while texting with both hands off the handlebars. He was 

filmed by a dashcam recorder which took footage of the rider going through a busy junction on a 

40mph stretch of road. The rider was sitting upright and holding a mobile phone in both hands. 

When the driver reached his destination and viewed his recording he realised what the biker was 

doing. 
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LONDON ROAD SAFETY COUNCIL 

The London Road Safety Council is celebrating its centenary year in 2017 and has already marked 

this with a Conference in the Guildhall, London on Tuesday 24th January 2017 under the title of 

‘Safer Cities, Safer Futures’ 

The LRSC (at the time known as the London Accident Prevention 

Council) initiated the voluntary accident prevention movement in 

Great Britain in 1916. Since then, it has worked to reduce the 

number of casualties in the Capital by producing and promoting 

resources and publicity materials, and providing a forum to 

discuss road safety issues. The Council is unique in that its 

membership comprises both elected members and professional 

road safety officers from the London boroughs.  

Over the last 100 years the LRSC has been responsible for a 

number of campaigns including the iconic post World War 2 ‘Keep 

Death off the Roads’ poster (left), which featured a widow in 

mourning. This campaign caused a considerable amount of 

controversy at the time with some road safety groups believing it 

to be too shocking for public display. 

 

CAR AND SMARTPHONE MAKERS MUST COME UP WITH AN ANSWER TO MOBILE PHONE DANGERS

IAM RoadSmart has renewed its calls along with others for car makers and smartphone 

manufacturers to work with the government to develop a technological solution to prevent drivers 

from using mobile devices– saying that simply hoping that drivers will ‘do the right thing’ is not 

enough and does not work despite their finding from a survey that found 94% of those asked felt 

that drivers checking or updating social media was a threat to their personal safety. 

Neil Greig, director of policy and research at IAM RoadSmart, said  

“IAM RoadSmart has been calling for a 

technological solution to a problem caused by 

technology itself for many years, and 

welcomed the government’s new industry 

initiative. It isn’t enough for the providers of 

this technology to simply say ‘it is up to the 

individual.  Every phone in use today already 

comes with a driving mode that can cut out 

calls, but they are very rarely used.  This 

would suggest that ‘carrots or sticks’ may be 

needed to actually get people to use any new 

approach. CARROTS could come in the form 

of incentives for companies to fit new apps or 

to ensure their employees switch off on the 

go. For example, no government contracts 

unless you have a ‘no mobile phone use’ 

policy in place. STICKS could come in the 

form of new penalties, but also links to 

insurance so your level of cover is reduced if 

you don’t have the new app switched on 

when you have a crash.” 

 

The call comes as Department of Transport Ministers plans to meet mobile phone manufacturers 

this month to hammer out proposals to tackle the growing issue of people interacting with their 

smartphones at the wheel. This is in addition to the government announcing last November that 

anyone caught using a hand-held mobile phone while at the wheel of a car would be fined £200 and 

receive six points on their licence – a doubling of the existing penalty. 

Traffic Safety Roads  

Graham Feest Consultancy 
68 The Boulevard, Worthing BN13 1LA 
01903 506095 |graham@grahamfeest.com 

www.grahamfeest.com 



3 

 

 

 

IMPROVING MOPED AND MOTORCYCLE TRAINING 

The Department of Transport has published a consultation on Improving Moped and Motorcycle 

Training. 

The consultation looks specifically at nine issues: 

 Update the qualifications 

arrangements for Motorcycle 

Instructors 

 Update the content and 

Structure of the CBT 

Syllabus 

 Strengthen the Quality 

Assurance Scheme for 

Motorcycle Instructors 

 Introduce a Licence Upgrade 

Training Course 

 Restrict Learner Riders to 

automatic Motorcycles if 

used for CBT 

 Revocation of CBT 

Certificates 

 A Digital Platform for the 

CBT Administrative Process 

 Theory Test before CBT 

 Earned Recognition 

Most of the consultation is about Motorcycle Instructors and Training but a couple of immediate 

interesting points emerge for the riders which are within this consultation in the areas of 

Revocation of CBT Certificates and Theory Test before CBT. 

The consultation is looking for responses to the 22 questions which have been set - so to speak by 

17th February 2017. 

You can find the consultation and how to respond at 
http://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/consultations/ 

 
THE ROAD SAFETY CONFERENCE 

Tuesday 7th February 2017, University of Salford, Manchester 
 

The Annual Road Safety Conference will 
be where high level speakers from a 
range of backgrounds will be presenting 
their views on Road Safety, The Safe 

System and Cycling Safety. 

 
How to register: Book Online: http://onecpd-booking.salford.ac.uk/#/code/TC001279 
Quote Discount Code ROAD30 to receive 30% of delegate places. 
Or contact Daisy Clarke on D.Clarke3@salford.ac.uk or call 0161 295 0113 

Traffic Safety Roads  

Graham Feest Consultancy 
68 The Boulevard, Worthing BN13 1LA 
01903 506095 |graham@grahamfeest.com 

www.grahamfeest.com 

http://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/consultations/


4 

 

 

 

ANTI-RUNAWAY AUTOMATED PARK BRAKE 

A leading truck manufacturer has introduced an innovative Anti-Runaway Automated Park Brake 

(Anti-RAPB) to eliminate the risk of uncontrolled 

vehicle movements caused by human error when a 

truck is idling or static. 

Developed in the UK in conjunction with a major 

fleet operator and the company’s engineering HQ in 

Lyon, France; Renault Trucks is introducing the 

safety back-up device as a software and wiring 

update on all Range T, C and K trucks with 

electronic park brakes. 

In the event of the driver’s door being 

opened at speeds of up to 3kmh (1.8mph), 

the device activates the park brake 

automatically. 

The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) has 

recently highlighted the dangers of runaway 

vehicles in a review of a fatal incident in Kent 

in 2014; it identified that the driver’s failure 

to apply the park brake had resulted in a road 

worker becoming trapped between the trailer 

and another vehicle, causing his tragic death. 

Renault Trucks’ solution has been to create a 

‘fail-safe’ which can operate in two 

scenarios. The first is when the truck is in 

neutral, the park brake is not applied and the 

driver’s door is opened. Here, the ‘door 

open’ buzzer will sound momentarily, 

followed by the application of the park brake 

and the message ‘Park Brake Applied’. In this 

case, upon closing the door and selecting 

drive, the park brake will auto release when 

pulling away.  

The second scenario is when the vehicle is in 

gear, the park brake is not applied and the 

driver’s door is opened. The door open buzzer 

will activate, followed by the application of 

the park brake, with the message ‘Door open. 

Select Neutral position before leaving 

vehicle’. 

If this message is ignored, when the door is 

closed the park brake will not auto release 

when pulling away, so the driver must either 

select neutral and return to drive or manually 

release the park brake. 

 

DANGEROUS GOODS RULES RELAXED 

The issue has gone back and forth across the table, but finally United Nations chiefs have decided 
that ping pong balls should no longer be classified as dangerous 

goods.  

The balls, along with similar plastic and celluloid items, were on 
the list of goods included in ADR regulations (Accord européen 
relatif au transport international des marchandises dangereuses) 
for the international carriage of dangerous goods and were banned 
from being transported across international borders by road, but 
new rules that came into force at the start of the year see them 

removed as a hazardous item. 

Previously, celluloid plastics were banned from international road transport because of the deadly 
fumes produced if they caught light. 
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THE DRIVING TEST 

The Consultation into the proposed changes to the driving test has been completed with 4,000 

responses which is the most ever received for such a consultation.  

There is still much controversy amongst the 

driver training profession over the proposals 

which see learners being taught and as an 

option tested on driving forward into a 

parking bay and then having to reverse out 

and also pulling across the road to the right 

and then having to set off again to join the 

traffic. Whilst these manoeuvres are part and 

parcel of everyday life and for very practical 

appropriate reasons - they do not necessary 

represent best practice. Driver trainers who 

perhaps have concerns about the new 

approach could of course always include 

current practice in their teaching but I guess 

we are up against the problem of what is 

likely to be tested is what will be taught. 

The final results of the test trials are due in March and early indication is showing favourable 

results.  Subject to the outcome of the research and Ministerial clearances it is possible that an 

implementation date of September 2017. 

 

YOUNG MOTORISTS ARE MOST INFLUENCED BY THEIR PARENTS’ DRIVING BEHAVIOUR 

Young drivers are most influenced by their parents’ driving 

behaviour, according to a new French study.  

Parental influence weighs heavier than that of a driving 

instructor, according to the study, carried out by Ipsos for the 

Vinci Autoroutes Foundation.  

The study discovered that 65 per cent of motorists aged 18 to 

25 said they were influenced by the driving habits of their 

mother or father, more than the rest of their family (10 per 

cent) or their driving 

instructor (25 per 

cent). The majority of 

the young drivers said 

their parents were 

aware of the risks of 

alcohol and drugs at 

the wheel (73 per 

cent) and the wearing 

of seat belts (68 per cent). However, almost half said they 

had received little, if any, education on the risks related to 

speed (44 per cent) or using a mobile phone while driving (43 

per cent). 

The survey also identified evidence of parental behaviour 

being ‘copied’ by young drivers. For example, three quarters 

of young people (72 per cent) whose parents did not stop to 

let pedestrians pass demonstrated the same behaviour.
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ANGRY WOMEN BEHIND THE WHEEL 

A recent study of 1,000 UK drivers reveals 

women are, on average, 12% angrier than 

men when they’re behind the wheel. 

Researchers found driving sparked ancient 

‘defence’ instincts from when humans were 

hunter-gatherers.  These evolutionary traits 

kicked in during the test when women were 

either undertaken, shouted or beeped at, 

had to deal with a back-seat drivers or were 

faced with a road user who failed to 

indicate.  In all test scenarios, women were 

more likely to respond with anger than male 

drivers.  

The experiment, conducted by Patrick Fagan, behavioural psychologist from Goldsmiths University 

London, ‘sense tested’ a 1,000 drivers to see how sound, sight, smell, touch and taste provoke 

emotional responses in different driving scenarios.  

The study found there are two dominant emotions: HAPPINESS - intrinsically linked to a sense of 

freedom when driving - and ANGER when drivers feel out of control.  Other key findings include:  

• The primary reasons for our continued love affair with driving are the freedom it gives us  

• If you want a man to open up, take him for a drive. Just under a third of men said they find it easier 

to have a conversation in the car and 14% said it makes them a better driver! 

• 54% of Brits said the thing that made them really happy in the car was singing - which explains why 

Carpool Karaoke has resonated with so many people 

• When the researchers looked at what makes us happy behind the wheel, 84% of people said “empty 

roads”, 78% said “the countryside” and 69% “the seaside” 

• Music also makes drivers happy. Eight out of 10 people nearly always listen to something while driving 

with Meatloaf’s Bat out of Hell and Queen’s Bohemian Rhapsody top of the driving charts. Pop (70%) and rock 

(61%) are the most popular genres  

Explaining the results, Fagan commented:  

“Psychologically, women score higher than 

men on emotional and verbal intelligence, 

and on the personality trait of neuroticism.  

Evolutionary theory suggests our early female 

ancestors had to develop an acute sense of 

danger for anything that threatened them 

and their young if their cave was undefended 

while men were out hunting. That ‘early 

warning system’ instinct is still relevant 

today, and women drivers tend to be more 

sensitive to negative stimuli, so get angry and 

frustrated quicker.”  
 

Hyundai and Fagan have used data from the research and cutting-edge technology to create the 

world first Driving Emotion Test (DET). This unique experiment involves facial coding technology, 

eye tracking analysis, galvanic skin response and a heartrate monitor to record how specific stimuli 

impact our emotions when we’re driving. The results are then fed into specially-created software 

to provide subjects with a unique DET score.   

Traffic Safety Roads  
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MORE FUNDING FOR ROAD INFRASTRUCTURE AND MAINTENANCE 

The Government has allocated £1.2 billion to councils aimed at safety and to reduce congestion and 

includes £75 million which councils can bid for to repair and maintain local infrastructure such as 

bridges, street lighting and rural roads. 

In a recent report the Road Safety Foundation highlighted stretches of road where the risk of fatal 

and serious collisions is at its highest and highway authorities have been invited to bid for funding 

to make appropriate improvements to these sections. It is hoped that around 50 sections of local A 

roads will benefit from this investment. 

 

TWO IMPORTANT EXHIBITIONS TO VIEW 

To register for wither or both of these shows for free attendance go to the appropriate websites as 
shown. 

 

 

 

If you wish to join me for a coffee and catch up the provisionally and I do say provisionally I intend 
at this moment of time to attend Traffex on Wednesday 5th April 2017 and the Commercial Show on 

Wednesday 26th April 2017 

 

AFTER AN IMPROVEMENT – POTHOLES GIVE RISE FOR CONCERN ONCE AGAIN 

The number of pothole-related breakdowns attended by the 
RAC from October to December 2016 gave rise to the first 

fourth quarter increase in this type of problem since 2013.  

The RAC saw a 24% increase in the number of potential 
pothole-related call-outs – such as damaged shock 
absorbers, broken suspension springs and distorted wheels 
(3,962 in Q4 2015 to 4,903 in Q4 2016)  

The true damage effect of potholes on vehicles is, however, 
likely to be greater as the analysis does not include 
punctures which could be caused by potholes. While the 
overall picture revealed by the RAC Pothole Index is 
surprisingly one of improvement, this fourth quarter 
increase where poor road surface quality is likely to be a 
contributory factor should be seen as a warning sign that 

the underlying condition of the UK’s roads is still very poor. 

Traffic Safety Roads  
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RAC chief engineer David Bizley  

“This is a particularly worrying finding 
because of course much of the country 
has not experienced harsh winter 
conditions for three years and rainfall in 
the fourth quarter of 2016 was the lowest 
in that period for more than a decade. 
Rain can be the catalyst for the formation 
of potholes, particularly in the winter 
when frosts are also common but despite 
the low rainfall the number of pothole 
faults attended by RAC in Q4 2016 is still 
higher than in the same period in the two 
previous years. 

If the first three months of 2017 prove to 
be both wet and cold, potholes are likely 
to appear at an unprecedented rate 
which would inevitably stretch local 
authority repair resources to their limit.”  

https://cvshow.com/
http://www.traffex.com/visiting/why-visit/
http://www.traffex.com/
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FRONTING 
Nearly half of young drivers think it’s acceptable to get cheaper car insurance via the illegal 

practice of fronting, new research has found. 

A survey of 500 young drivers* – carried out by RAC Black 
Box Car Insurance – revealed that 47% are prepared to have 
their car falsely insured by a parent as a way of avoiding 
the high premiums associated with drivers under the age of 

24. 

Insurance industry data provided by the ABI shows 18 to 20-
year-olds pay the highest premiums at £993 a year, ahead 
of those aged 21-25 who pay more than £650 – both are in 
stark contrast to the average UK private car driver premium 

of £440. 

 

RAC Insurance director Mark Godfrey said:  

“Fronting is where someone other than the main driver of a car is said to be the 
policyholder. In the case of a young driver who is the most frequent driver of a vehicle, this 
tends to be a parent with a longer, proven good track record as a driver and therefore 

attracts a lower insurance premium than their son or daughter would.” 

When asked whether they were aware that 
‘fronting’ is against the law nearly six in 10 
(57%) young drivers questioned said they 
knew it was, but interestingly this was far 
higher in young males (65%) than young 

females (49%).  

It’s important for anyone who has done this 
to realise that it could result in invalidating 
the policy for everyone covered by it, not 
just the young driver concerned. What’s 
more, its illegal activities like this that 
increase the overall cost of insurance for all 
young drivers. 

The research shows more young males are 
aware of fronting may be because they think 
their insurance premiums will be higher than 
young women’s which, of course, is no longer 
the case since the EU ruling that gender 
cannot be used in determining premium 
prices. 

Sixty-two per cent of the young drivers 
surveyed by RAC Insurance said insurance was 
the biggest barrier to owning and running a 
car, considerably more than the 22% who felt 
it was the cost of buying a car and 12% who 
cited day-to-day running costs. 

Aside from the illegal practice of fronting, other ways of reducing car insurance costs identified by 
the young drivers surveyed included opting for a car with smaller engine (60%) and having a 

telematics ‘black box’ installed to monitor driving behaviour (52%).  

 

DRINK DRIVE RISES IN SCOTLAND 

The proportion of drivers stopped by police who were found to be over the limit during the festive 

period has risen, from 2.8% to 3.3% in a year. 

Police Scotland’s four-week enforcement campaign saw an average of 610 drivers tested every day, 
a 15% rise in the number of checks carried out the year before. Of the 
almost 19,000 drivers stopped during the 2016/17 festive period 
campaign, a total of 625 – or 1 in 30 – were over the limit, compared with 
1 in 36 – during the same period in 2015/16. More than 9% of those caught 
drink driving tested between the old and new limits, up on 4% the 
previous year. Of the 625 detected, 46 were caught in the morning having 

been drinking the night before, up from 13 in 2015/16. 

Traffic Safety Roads  
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LEARNERS ON MOTORWAYS 

The British Road Safety Statement publish in December 2015 along with the Motoring Agencies 
Strategy publish in April 2016 both gave 
an undertaking to consult on learner 
drivers being able to have some optional 
training on the motorway. As such if this 
does become permitted it will require a 
change in regulation as learner drivers 
are one of current prohibitions to the 

use of motorways. 

There is no compulsion being proposed to make learner drivers had training on the motorway and as 

such it will not form part of the driving test.  

The statistical information given in the consultation about newly qualified (young) drivers being 
involved in motorway crashes is somewhat limited – one might conclude here - that if it is available 
- it does not provide an evidential base in terms of crashes and casualties upon which such a 
decision might/could be made. What we are told is that in 2015 there were 120 young car drivers 
killed of which 80% occurred on rural roads, 16% on urban roads and (their word not mine) “just” 4% 

on motorways. 

The twelve specific questions which are being asked: 

1 Do you think that learner drivers should be 
allowed to take lessons on motorways, subject to 
certain safeguards? 
 
2 Do you think that lessons on motorways should 
be optional for learner drivers? 

3 Do you think that motorway lessons for learner 
drivers should only be provided by a fully qualified 
Approved Driving Instructor? 
 
4 Do you agree that trainee driving instructors, 
(Potential Driving Instructors), should not be 
allowed to provide learner driver motorway 
lessons? 
 
5 If you are an ADI, do you feel that the current 
training and testing system provides sufficient 
grounding for you to provide pre-test motorway 
lessons? If not, where should it be strengthened? 
 
6 Are there any specific issues you think should be 
included in guidance to ADIs? 

7 Do you agree that ADIs should exercise their 
discretion in providing a motorway lesson to a 

learner driver with whom they have had no 
previous contact? 
 
8 Do you agree that learner driver motorway 
lessons must only take place in a car where the 
accompanying ADI has a dual control brake (and 
clutch in manual vehicles)? 
 
9 If people learning to drive in specially adapted 
vehicles wish to take motorway lessons, should 
those vehicles be fitted with dual controls? If yes, 
should this be advisory or mandatory? 
 
10 Do you agree that motorway lessons for learner 
drivers who are provisional licence holders should 
only be permitted in motor cars? 
 
11 Do you agree that there is an increased risk 
using a top box on a motorway lesson and they 
should therefore be removed? 
 
12 Do you have any comments on the potential 
impact of the proposal to allow learner drivers to 
take lessons on motorways? If yes, please specify 
who you consider will be affected and provide 
examples of any costs where applicable. 

 

The full consultation can be found at http://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/consultations/ and 

responses are required by 17th February 2017 

 

SCOTLAND CYCLE ACTION PLAN 

Transport Scotland has launched a refresh of the action plan that outlines how the Scottish 
Government, local authorities and other partners can achieve the challenging shared vision that 

‘10% of everyday journeys to be made by bike by 2020’.  

Traffic Safety Roads  
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REGISTRATIONS FOR NEW MOTORCYCLES, SCOOTERS AND MOPEDS - UP 

Total registrations for new motorcycles, 
scooters and mopeds rose by 11.7% during 
2016. A total of 128,644 new machines were 
registered between January and December - 

in 2015 it was 115,121. 

Commuter sized bikes (50 – 125cc) saw the 
largest rise.  Nearly 40% of all new bikes sold 
were in this category.  The most popular style 
of bike was ‘naked’, with 35,651 new 
registrations, followed by ‘scooter’ with 
27,482 units.  Both styles are popular with 

commuters, which underlines the trend for 
utility/commuter use.  The leisure market 
also performed well, with the popularity of 
bikes aimed at adventure and trail riders 
accounting for nearly 20% of the total new 

market.  

Before December, new registrations had 
achieved a steady 7%-8% increase throughout 
the year, recovering well after a dip following 
the Brexit referendum.  December is normally 
a quiet month for motorcycle sales, but 2016 
saw an unusually high number of 
registrations, most likely due to dealers, 
manufactures and importers managing Euro 3 
motorcycles before the 2016 end of year 

deadline.  

The rise in new registrations is reflected in 
the used market too, with the number of 
motorcycles and scooters licensed for the ro 
ad at its highest for seven years. 

 
COURSE FOR SMART MOTORWAY OFFENDERS 

Drivers caught offending on smart motorways 
in England could be offered re-education 
courses, the National Police Chief’s Council 
has suggested. The NPCC says it wants to 
create more awareness of the rules relating 
to smart motorways, and improve compliance 
with them. Ideas under consideration include 
courses for people who break the variable 
speed limit; use lanes closed with a red X or 
use the hard shoulder when it has been 

closed.  

There are currently 
more than 200 miles 
of smart motorway 
in England and Wales 
with another 200 
miles either planned 
or currently under 

construction.  

In the last financial year there were 1,014 
tickets issued by the 38 forces who responded 
to a freedom of information request, 

compared with 859 f or the previous year.

 
MOBILE PHONE PENALTY INCREASE 

The legislation to 
increase the Fixed 
Penalty to £200.00) 
(from the current 
£100.00) and raise the 
number of points from 
the current 3 to SIX is currently expected to 

take effect from 1st March 2017 

THINK! will be launching a new campaign to 
tackle the use of mobile phones while driving. 

The campaign will launch on 1 March to 
coincide with the planned legislation change. 

The campaign has two objectives:  

(1) To inform ‘all adults’ that the penalties 

are getting tougher  

(2) To educate people about the risks of using 

a mobile phone while driving 
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TWO OPPORTUNITIES TO MEET 
 

MAINTAINING CONTACT 

WITH PROFESSIONAL COLLEAGUES 
Come and share/network together with enthusiastic experienced 
and/or retired road safety practitioners. Have lunch, maintain contacts 
and keep up to date in an informal manner. 

  

 Hosted by Graham Feest previously County Road Safety Officer of Northamptonshire, Head 
of Road safety for IAM RoadSmart and retired Secretary of AIRSO (Association of Industrial 
Road Safety Officers) and now running his own ‘strictly not for profit’ road safety 
consultancy. 

 
Stanley House Hotel & Spa 
Further Lane 
Mellor 
Lancashire  BB2 7NP 
 
Wednesday 15th February 2017 
12noon till 2.00p.m.  

 

 

 Hosted by Graham Feest previously County Road Safety Officer of Northamptonshire, Head 
of Road Safety for the Institute of Advanced Motorists and retired Secretary of AIRSO 
(Association of Industrial Road Safety Officers) and Andrew Howard retired Head of Road 
Safety for the AA  

The Sun Inn 
Coate 
Swindon SN3 6AA 
 
On Thursday 16th March 2017 

12noon till 2.00p.m.  

 
 

Locate the full details about meeting at either of these two locations go to 

http://www.grahamfeest.com/graham-feest-events/maintaining-contact-meetings/ 
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EXTENDING NEW VEHICLES' FIRST MOT FROM 3 YEARS TO 4 YEARS 

The Department for Transport 

is consulting on whether the 

age a vehicle gets its first MOT 

should be increased from 3 to 4 

years. This is not something 

new as it was first looked at in 

2011 with a wider range of 

options and it was decided to 

leave things as they were. It 

surfaced again around the end 

of 2015 with no action being 

taken and now again when 

there is a formal consultation. 

For quick reference you can find the consultation document at    

http://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/consultations/ 

The closing date for comments is 16th April 2017 

The main options being looked at 

 to keep the current period for vehicles requiring a first MOT at 3 years, with no change 

 to increase the age all vehicles get their first MOT from 3 to 4 years 

 to increase the age cars and motorcycles get their first MOT from 3 to 4 years, but keeping 
it at 3 years for vans in classes 4 and 7 

The consultation seeks views on the following eleven questions 

Q1. Do you think the date of the first test should 
be moved from three to four years? 

Q2. If testing of vans remained at 3 years, should 
this include - all vans (class 4 and class 7) and/or- 
just larger vans in class 7? 

Q3. What evidence do you think should be taken 
into account in respect of changes to the first MOT 
test? 

Q4. Are the proposals proportionate to the policy 
objective to balance the burden on consumers 
while supporting road safety? 

Q5. What are your views regarding the expected 
benefits of the proposals as identified in paragraph 
4.3 and addressed in the Regulatory Triage 
Assessment? 

Q6. Are the assumptions on savings to the 
consumer reasonable? If not please provide details. 

Q7. Are there any other savings or efficiencies we 
could consider? 

Q8. What are your views on how garages will be 
affected by changes in - option 2 and in - option 3? 

Q9. Are there any other effects that should be 
considered? If yes, please provide details. 

Q10. What relevant published evidence should be 
included when considering the impact on road 
safety? 

Q11. Should the cost of enforcement on large vans 
be transferred away from public funds or onto the 
cost of the MOT inspection? 

There is a wide range of opinion on this matter and fair to say that the general view appears to be 

that we should not make any changes. However perhaps if it is unsuitable to raise it to four years 

on safety grounds it must open the door as to why it should not be annual from its first registration. 
The SMMT are very keen that we should not relax the current arrangements and that there should 

be no change to the current (and successful) regime. 
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         TARGETED SAFETY MEASURES NEEDED TO PREVENT ROAD DEATHS AMONG YOUNG DRIVERS 

Zero tolerance on drink driving, additional hazard perception training 

and graduated forms of licensing should become the norm to help 

tackle the disproportionate risks faced by young drivers and 

motorcycle riders in Europe, according to the YEARS report (Young 

Europeans Acting for Road Safety. 

More than 3,800 young people (aged 18-24) are killed each year on EU 

roads – the biggest single cause of death for this age group.  According 

to the report by the European Transport Safety Council (ETSC) and the 

UK Parliamentary Advisory Council for Transport Safety (PACTS), young 

people continue to face a unique combination of factors that leads to a 

higher rate of collisions and deaths. Young riders are particularly at 

risk, with deaths for moped riders peaking between the ages of 15 and 

17 and for motorcycle riders between 18 and 24. 

Biological and social changes between the ages of 15-25 affect the risk perception of young people, 

according to the report. A lack of experience on the road also means that they are worse at 

anticipating and reacting to hazards, and less aware of how best to drive and ride in particular road 

conditions and situations. A range of impairments and distractions affect young people, linked to 

increased social activity, greater exposure to alcohol and drugs, the influence of peer-age 

passengers and the effects of fatigue. In-car distraction from mobile devices is also a problem. 

Young people tend to drive smaller and older vehicles. These cars often have a lower 

crashworthiness star rating, and lack the safety technologies featured in newer models. The use of 

seat belts and protective clothing is also poor amongst young people. 

The UK has a good overall road safety record but as in many other European countries, young 

motorcyclists and drivers form a disproportionately high percentage of deaths. Most other countries 

in Europe do not allow young people to drive unsupervised until they are 18. They also have longer 

periods between beginning to learn to drive and driving solo, which allows young people to build up 

more driving experience before taking their test. In the UK the minimum solo driving age is 17. 

However, the UK has also been leading the way when it comes to hazard perception testing and 

telematics based insurance for young drivers. 

The report makes a number of key recommendations for urgent action including: 

•        Better enforcement of speed and drink-drive limits, seat belt wearing and mobile phone use: 

this particularly benefits young road users; 

•        Encouraging more accompanied driving to help young people gain experience; 

•        Adopting licensing systems that encourage young people to gain more experience while 

limiting certain high-risk activities such as driving at night and with passengers; 

•        Lowering the alcohol limit for young drivers; 

•        A greater focus on safety initiatives for young riders; and 

•        Enabling and encouraging young people to use safer cars. 
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SAFER ROADS SAFER VEHICLES SAFER ROAD USERS SAFER SPEEDS 
 

Early Bird Discount ends on 31st January 2017 
 
Further details and to book on line go to  
http://www.grahamfeest.com/graham-feest-events/upcoming-events/
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